
 

 
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL 

 
POLICY AND RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC 
GROWTH 
  

16 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
STRATEGIC EVENTS AND FESTIVALS FUND – ROUND 5 2023/2024  

 

 

 
1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update Members on Round 5 - 2023/24 of the 

Council’s Strategic Events and Festivals Fund (SEF). The report provides 
details of the applications submitted and recommendations regarding all eligible 

applications put forward to receive grant funding.   In addition it asks Members 
to agree to allocate any underspend from this round to a future SEF round, 
Round 5.2, (April 2023) and seeks members’ agreement to allocate funding to 

allow a future round (Round 6) for 2024/25. 
 

1.2 At the 17th February 2022 Council budget meeting the Council agreed funding of 
£90,000 for an SEF Round 5, to be augmented by any underspend in Round 3 
(2021-2022). This has meant that the total budget available for SEF Round 5 is 

£145,150. 
  

1.3  SEF Round 5 opened on 14 October 2022 and closed on 28 November 2022.  
A total of 11 applications were received, one of which was received after the 
12 noon deadline and therefore only 10 can be considered as eligible and 

amount to a total request of £78,975.  None of the applications received asked 
for more than 20% of their total costs in grant funding.  The application 

received after the deadline was from West Highland Yachting Week, for 
£3,600, it was submitted on 28 November however it was after the deadline of  
midday on Monday 28th November.  Applications can be viewed at Appendix 

1.  The total budget available to be allocated for Round 5 is £145,150 and the 

total request for funding, including the application received late, is £82,575  

 
1.4 The events sector contributes significantly to our local economy and 

communities across Argyll and Bute, and is a key part of the economic 

recovery plan 



 

 RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is recommended that Members of the Policy and Resources Committee: 
 
a) Agree to the award of eligible SEF Round 5 grants amounting to £78,975 

as detailed in Table 1. 

 

b) Agree to award £3,600 to West Highland Yachting Week on the basis 
declared in the body of the report as detailed in Table 2.   

 

c) Agree that any SEF grant offer only be formally issued upon confirmation 
from the individual event organisation that the event is formally confirmed 

and is definitely going ahead and still meets the SEF Round 5 criteria.  
These grants are detailed in Appendix 1, Tables 1 & 2 

 

d) Agree to continue delegation of powers to the Director of Development 
and Economic Growth to allow any subsequent amendment to existing 

grant requests to be made brought about as a consequence of changes 
to the event/event budget. Any amendment to a current grant 
request/offer would only be considered if the amendment related to either 

the same level or a reduction in the request from and constitute up to 
75% of legitimate and eligible expenditure. 

 
e) Continue to assist with the economic recovery of the fragile events and 

festivals sector within Argyll and Bute and agree that any underspend 

from SEF Round 5 is made available to a second call for applications 
(SEF 5.2) with a deadline of April 2023. 

 
f) Agree to recommend to the Council that as part of the budget in 

February 2023, that they agree £90,000 base funding for Strategic 

Events and Festivals in order that the application process can 
commence during 2024/25 and this fund to be augmented by any 

underspend remaining from the current financial year.   
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 The purpose of this report is to update Members on Round 5 of the Council’s 

Strategic Events and Festivals Fund (SEF). The report provides details of the 
bids submitted, and recommendations regarding the eligible bids being put 

forward to receive grant funding.  In addition it asks Members to agree to a 
second call for applications under SEF 5 (Round 5.2) with a deadline of April 
2023. 

 
2.2 The Strategic Events and Festivals Fund was firstly taken forward as a 

competitive fund in 2019/20. A critical element of the application requirement is 
that the event or festival should be held in Argyll and Bute and be of a strategic 
nature, i.e. having the capacity to attract people from outwith the area, with a 

focus on national and international visitors, and generate significant economic 
benefits for the local community.  To illustrate this, the estimated economic 

impact in the area from the funded events and festivals pre-Covid in Round 1 
was circa £7.5m. 

 

2.3 There is no doubt that Covid, and other contributing factors, have had an 
unprecedented negative impact on the events and festivals sector. The 

Council acted promptly to support the industry by continuing to provide SEF 
funding support to events over the past 3 years and whilst unfortunately some 
events did have to cancel in 2020/21 there was a resurgence in 2022/23 and 









 

 
6.4  HR – Resourced from existing staff.   

 
6.5  



 

 
APPENDIX 1 

 
Table 1 - SEF Round 5 Eligible Grant Applications Received  

Event 
Funding Award 
(within 20% limit) 

Recommended 
Funding Award 

£2,500 - £5,000 Fund 

Argyll Food Festival 2,475 2,475 

Bute Noir 4,000 4,000 

HFLCT 5,000 5,000 

HIMD 4,500 4,500 

Jura Music Festival 5,000 5,000 

Sea Change 


